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return for this double allegiance, the following concessions
have usually been made by Rome, with such modifications
as the main basis of union necessitated: government by
the local hierarchy under papal supervision; retention by
a given church of its ritual in the sacred language or
vernacular of that church, together with its ecclesiastical
customs and traditions; permission for a married priest-
hood. This last-named concession is not inconsistent with
the historic attitude of Rome toward the celibacy of the
clergy. This is not a matter of doctrine, which is im-
mutable, but of discipline, which is subject to regulation.
While maintaining that continence is a more holy state
than matrimony, and that celibacy is especially desirable
for the clergy, the Roman church has not felt herself ab-
solutely bound to impose it on her ministers at all times
and places, nor has she always done so. As early as the
fourth century attempts were made in the Western church
to secure an unmarried clergy; but even as late as the
eleventh century synods found it necessary to pronounce
the marriage of persons in holy orders not only unlawful
but invalid. Toleration toward the Uniats in this matter
is thus justified by a similar toleration toward the Western
clergy in earlier days.
As a rule each united church is governed by its own local
hierarchy, under the supervision of an apostolic vicar or
delegate, representing the Congregation of the Propaganda.
Since 1890 the Apostolic Vicar of Aleppo has been resident
in Beyrout, bearing also the title of Apostolic Delegate in
Syria for the Orientals. Under his general jurisdiction,
thus, are placed the Maronites, the Greek Catholics, the
Syrian Catholics, and the Armenian Catholics found in
Syria. His position as between the local ecclesiastics on
the one side and the Turkish Government on the other is
delicate. Being necessarily a foreign subject, he does not
share with the Oriental patriarchs, nominally under his
care, the privilege of direct communication with the Porte,
nor can he exercise the civil or administrative functions
which they enjoy. His duties technically require him to
be present at the actual election of the Greek Catholic

